Abstract. Female baboons, Papio cynocephalus ursinus, often grunt when approaching lower-ranking females. These grunts appear to have a mollifying effect on subordinates. Observations of 19 adult females conducted over an 11-month period in the Okavango Delta, Botswana, revealed that high-ranking females were less likely to supplant more subordinate females, and more likely to engage in friendly interactions with them, when they grunted to their lower-ranking partners than when they remained silent. Grunts also functioned to reconcile opponents following fights. In a series of playback experiments, subjects were played the potentially threatening scream of a higher-ranking female that had recently attacked them. Subjects responded less strongly to these screams when the dominant opponent had apparently reconciled after the fight by grunting to them than when the opponent had not interacted with them again. Subjects' responses after a vocal 'reconciliation' were similar to their responses following a control period when the two females had not interacted at all. Even in the absence of more overt friendly behaviour, therefore, baboon grunts act to restore the relationship of opponents to baseline tolerance levels.
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In a recent study of the function of intragroup calls in captive stump-tailed macaques, Macaca arctoides, Bauers (1993) found that individuals that grunted to mothers before attempting to handle their infants were less likely to receive aggression than when they remained silent (see also Bauers & de Waal 1991) . Grunts, it appeared, acted to signal benign intent and to facilitate social interactions. Similarly, in Japanese macaques, grooming interactions are often initiated when one female grunts to a potential partner (Masataka 1989; Sakuro 1989) . As yet, however, there has been no experimental test of the hypothesis that grunts and subsequent friendly interactions are causally related.
If grunts or other vocalizations do function to facilitate affinitive interactions, they might also be expected to play a role in reconciling opponents following aggression. Non-human primates are frequently aggressive towards one another, yet they live in relatively stable, cohesive social groups. Recent studies have suggested that opponents may mollify the effects of aggressive competition by reconciling soon after fighting or threatening one another (e.g. de Waal & van Roosmalen 1979; de Waal & Yoshihara 1983;  0003-3472/95/070249+09 $12.00/0 1995 The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour
